"IN GOOD KING CHARLES'S GOLDEN DAYS"

having to manage rascals like Buckingham and
Shaftesbury, and dodgers like Halifax, is far worse
than having to manage Barbara and Louise.

CATHERINE. Is there really any difference? Shaftes-
bury is trying to have me beheaded on Tower Hill
on a charge of plotting to poison you sworn to by
Titus Gates. Barbara is quite ready to support him in
that.

CHARLES. No5 beloved. The object of having you
beheaded is to enable me to marry a Protestant wife
and have a Protestant heir. I have pointed out to
Barbara that the Protestant wife would not be so kind
to her as you are, and would have her out of the king-
dom before she could say Jack Robinson. So now she
has thrown over Shaftesbury; and when I have thrown
him over, as I shall know how to do presently, there
will be an end of him. But he will be succeeded by
some stupider rascal, or, worse still, some stupid

